Week of 2/26/12
Matthew, Chapter 18b
Sin and forgiveness.  
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In Chapter 18 we are going to hear about sin, how to deal with sinners, and forgiveness.
Read verses 15-20. This seems like a straightforward formula on how to deal with people. Do you think it would work? Is this too legalistic? Is this just for really big deals, or can this apply to small disputes too? 
Read 19-20 again. If two agree on anything? What about groups who pray for their team to win? Or abortion to end? Or to any worthy or silly thing that comes to mind? Does God really respond to all those things? What do you think the limits of that might be? 

Read verses 21-22. In light of the above passage, what can this part really mean? No witnesses, no process of rebuke? What are the differences in this way of dealing with people and the way outlined in verses 15-18? Why do you think these two are so different?



Read verses 23-35. This is quite the story. What does it remind you of? Can you recall the Lord’s Prayer? Does this further explain the concept of forgive us our trespasses’ as we forgive those who trespass against us? Does this make you want to call to mind those you are still holding a grudge against? Does it make you want to forgive them? 
