Week of 1/15/12
Matthew, Chapter 13b
Stories part 2 
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In Chapter 13 we encounter many parables. These are rich for thought and discussion. See what you can learn about the kingdom of heaven this week. Before you read this week’s reading, refresh your memory by reading: Matt 3:2, 4:17, 5:3 and 5:10.
Read verses31-33. How are these images reflective of the kingdom of heaven? How do they match or conflict with your idea of heaven? 
Read verses 34-35. Just a quick reminder – there is a constant reminder to the reader that Jesus is the fulfillment of Jewish prophesy. He is the King of the Jews!

Read verses 36-43.  This explanation of last week’s parable may sound kind of harsh. Does this fit your idea of heaven? Why or why not? 
Read verses 44-50. These different images are all ways to describe the kingdom of heaven. Do you think you would give up all you have to get what God promises? Why or why not? Do you think the story of the fish is a warning to those who don’t?  Why or why not? 



Read verses 51-53. What do you think the blending of new and old is about? Can you understand how the new and old testaments relate to each other? If not, would you ask for support in making it make sense? 



Read verses 54-58. Why do you think they rejected Jesus? Why do you think he did very little? Are there times when to think your parents don’t know very much? Do you think that might be the same kind of thing? Why or why not? 
