Week of 11/27/11
Matthew, Chapter 11
Connections
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In chapter 11, we see the beginnings of a coherent ministry unfold. Watch for the roles of the disciples and Jesus and see how they interact. 
Read verses 1-6. Why do you think Jesus gave the messengers that message to take back?  Find and read Isaiah 26:19, 29:18-19, 35:5-6 and 61:1.  Now why do you think Jesus said what he did? 

Read verses 7-14. Jesus ends this with Let anyone who has ears listen! What do you think that means? (Consider there is Old Testament prophesy being pulled out here. How many Romans would know anything about that? ) 

Read verses 16-19.  When comparing John and himself Jesus reveals that neither of them is respected. Can you think of how this is repeated in today’s world? Do you ever set an opinion against someone, and them, no matter what they do, you won’t give them credit? 

Read verses 20-24. This all sounds pretty harsh again. What point do you think Jesus is making? Isn’t it interesting that he keeps pulling in Old Testament references? (The story of Sodom is in Gen 18-19 if you are interested.)

Read verses 25-27. What do you think this means?



Read verses 28-30. This is an often quoted passage. What do you think it means? 




Who is Jesus offering to lighten the load for?  Do you fit into that category? 
