Week of 12/4/11
Matthew, Chapter 12a
Rulebreaker
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In this 1st half of Chapter 12 we see Jesus “breaking the rules”.  Was Jesus  special and privileged, or are we learning something more important about the nature of rules. 
Read verses 1-8. What is the bigger point Jesus is making here? Where have you read;  “I desire mercy not sacrifice” before? Check Matthew 9:9-13 .What do these two passages have in common? 
Read verses 9-14. Did Jesus let the rules stop him? Why not? Do you ever let the rules stop you? Do you ever “choose the rules” over doing the right thing? Why is that? 




Read verses 15-21. This time, quoting Isaiah Jesus gives Isaiah credit. Is the Isaiah passage a reasonable description of Jesus? Why might Jesus be calling on this passge to describe himself? What point is he making with the people? 
Read verses 22-32. Why do you think it is that the crowd see the healing for what it is, but the Pharisees do not? 


Jesus makes an argument about a house or kingdom divided. Does that make sense in the context? Why or why not? 

Verse 30 is interesting. Do you feel the same way? Those who are not for you are against you?  Why or why not? 
