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Week of 9/11/2011
Matthew Chapter 1
Beginnings 

When we start to read scripture, we sometimes wonder where to start. One can always start at the beginning, Genesis, and many do. We are starting at the new beginning. The beginning of the New Testament: The Gospel of Matthew. Look up the meaning of Testament so you know what it means.
Find the Gospel of Matthew. 

When you look at the first chapter, there is a lot about the beginnings of Jesus. It starts by listing all his ancestors. Don’t worry; this only goes on for 17 verses. There is lots of cool stuff to learn in there. If you want to know about it, ask and we can talk about it. 

Read verse 18 – to the end of the chapter.  What did you read that you never noticed before? 

Is this the nativity story you are used to hearing / reading? What makes it different? See the story from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2 to compare. 
Verse 23 says ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, when have you heard Jesus called Emmanuel? 

What does Emmanuel mean? 

In what way is God with you today? In what way to you sense the presence of God? 

In what way do you need God to be more present?

Write a prayer asking God to be more present to you today, where you need God most. 

