Week of 10/30/11
Matthew, Chapter 8
Jesus in Action!
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In chapter 8, Jesus is done talking and starts doing. Jesus has been saying a lot up to now about how we should treat others. Let’s see how he treats others when he meets them.

Read verses 1-4. This is a nice story. What do you think the point of it is? 
Read verses 5-13. This also is a nice story. What do you think the point of it is?

Both the previous stories have to do with faith. Whose faith mattered in each story? Why?

What do these stories tell us about Jesus? 

Read verses 14-17. By now there is a pattern. Jesus is healing people.  This story has a twist. Verse 17 says “this was to fulfill …” a prophesy of Isaiah. Why is that important? 

Read verses 23-27. Why do you think the disciples were amazed? Is this different than how the people felt about Jesus in Chapter 7:28-29? Why or why not?

Read verses 28-34. Why do you think the people begged Jesus to leave? What do you know about pigs and Jewish culture? Why do you think Jesus sent the demons into a herd of pigs? 

