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Week of 10/2/11
Matthew, Chapters 5, 1-17
Beatitudes
In chapter 5 Matthew takes a turn. There is a very formal speech that Jesus makes. It is what most of the Gospel of Matthew is really about. Earlier Matthew was setting up Jesus to be the new king. Jesus is a genuine leader in the Hebrew tradition and worthy of a good listening to. Here is what Jesus finds is most important to say to his new followers. 
Read Chapter 5:1-17 of Matthew. Write down anything that you find interesting or difficult to understand. 
There are lots of blessed people listed in verses 3-11. Do you see yourself as any one or more of those? Which ones? 
Do you see any particular pattern in who is blessed? What is it? 
In verse 11, Jesus says Rejoice… Why should we rejoice according to this? 
Verses 13 -16 talk about salt and light. What do you think these verses mean? 
Everyone has something or some things they are especially well suited for. What are you well suited for? 
What would your life be like if you could not do those things? 

